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UNFORGETTABLE 
PONGE CAKES 
MONILA DE 




INDIA SHI 
ARUN KUM 
T AM AN G 




BEAUTY & BRAINS 



Beauty and Brains are a irresistible corbination- Kaldirpong seems to have them both in the right 
proportions. After Surakhi Pai did the town extremely proud by topping the Indian Forest 
Service Examination last month and Manisha Pradhan brought laurels to Kaliirpong by venturing 
into the highly glamorous world of Ramp V\IalMng, it is now time for two other young girls to 
make the town proud. Neha Agarwal of Dr. Grahams Homes and Angela Pradhan of Sapta Shree 
Gyan Peeth are two new icons whcm the youngsters of the town can model themselves after. 



BRAINS 





N'eha Agarwal of Dr. 
Grahams Homes 
a s 
brought smiles and 
honour to Kalimpong by 
topping the ISC (Class XII) 
examination in the District 
with 387 marks out of a total 
of 400 marks. A student of 
commerce, Neha has 
scored 97.5% which is 
exceptional by any standards. 

Neha hails from a business family from the town, 
her father Puran Agarwal being the owner of Sunrise 
Stores. In a society which still considers a student 
securing first divisional marks (60%) as an 
exceptional student, Neha's achievement is no mean 
feat. 

Speaking to Himalayan Times , Neha's father Puran 
says, " The high marks that Neha has scored is as a 
direct result of the hard work and dedication of 
Neha". The Senior Master of Dr. Grahams Homes, 
Mr. S.L.Banerjee appreciating the efforts of Neha 
says, " We are proud of Neha as well as of all the 
others who have secured high marks in the ICSE 
and ISC examinations. We are sure Neha will do 
exceptionally well in life" 

As per family sources of Neha, she is already in 
Delhi trying to secure admission in the Lady Sriram 
College of Commerce which is considered as one 
of the best in the country. 



BEAUTY 





the 



and 



con- 



paper. 



And now Beauty- , Angela Pradhan 
of Sapta Shree Gyan Peeth has^ 
done what no other girls from* 
Kalimpong has ever done before. 
She has won the title of the 1 st Run- 
ners Up in the recently held Miss Hills 
Contest that was held in Kurseong. 
17 year old Angela, a Class XI student 
was selected as the 1 st Runners Up in. 
contest which had 20 other dazzling 
beauties from Darjeeling, Kurseong 
Mirik. She was the only participant from j 
Kalimpong and had participated in the! 
test after seeing an advertisement an- 
nouncing the Beauty Contest in a local 
Speaking to Himalayan Times , Angela says, " My 
aim in life is to become a model and this is my first 
step towards achieving my aim." She goes on to say, 
" I want to take part in more such contests but only 
after I complete my Class 12 because I feel that edu- 
cation is extremely important in life." Angela gives 
the credit of her victory to her mother, Hima. " My 
mother really encouraged me and I owe this victory 
to her." she says. Both her mother Hima and her fa- 
ther, B.K.Pradhan are employees of the Post Office 
in Kalimpong. 

Angela also says that she was extremely touched by 
the gesture of her school authorities who announced 
her victory in the school assembly and also invited 
her to say a few words in front of the assembly. 
With the likes of Angela, Neha, Surabhi and Manisha 
in Kalimpong, the town has no shortage of role mod- 
els for the rest of the youths of the town to follow. 
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Editorial 

Natural Beauty, cool and mild climate, lots of green- 
ery, clear unobstructed view of the Himalayan 
range, good accommodation, central geographical 
location- what doesn't Kalimpong have in its bid to 
claim a more respectable and prominent place in 
the tourist map?? It, in fact, has every such thing 
which a Hill tourist resort needs to have - but why 
still do we keep faltering whenever it is time to 
eat the tourist pie?? Why is it that Kalimpong al- 
ways loses out to its more famous neighbours ev- 
ery tourist season in a bid to woo the tourists?? 
After having talked to scores of tourists, local 
people, travel agents, transporters and others 
related to the tourist trade in Kalimpong, I have 
come to one conclusion. The prime reason for 
Kalimpong losing out to our more famous sisters is 
due to the attitude of seme of the citizens of these 
very famous sisters of ours. "Don't go to Kalimpong, 
its politically disturbed, there is nothing to see 
there, there is no water or electricity in Kalimpong, 
there aren't enough good hotels there", etc etc is 
what is fed to those tourists who visit Dar jeeling 
and Gangtok and intend to proceed to Kalimpong 
from there. They are presented with such an ugly 
picture of Kalimpong that almost 50% of those 
wanting to visit Kalimpong actually change their 
minds. 

Hence I feel that unless and until Kalimpong comes 
out of the shadow of Dar jeeling and Gangtok, our 
tourism industry will never bloom as it should. The 
more we remain under their shadow, the more our 
growth will be stunted. Its high time now that we 
create our own identity independent of our more 
famous sisters. 



DO YOU HAVE ANY THING THAT 
YOU WANT TO SHARE WITH THE 
REST OF KALIMPONG ??? 

HAVE YOUR SAY AT 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Dear Sir, 

I was fortunate enough to come across your 
publication a couple of weeks back when I 
was visiting my heme town , Kalimpong, af- 
ter almost a year. The magazine is very in- 
formative to the scholars and general read- 
ers of Dar jeeling Hills. 

Congratulations to you for your endeavor 
and efforts to bring out this invaluable news 
letter. 

Vimal Khawas, 

Research Scholar, J.N.U. 

Delhi 




Sudden and unexpected defeat of NDA and 
the surprising victory of the Congress and 
its a llie s in the 14 th Lok Shaba elections and 
its ultimate claim to power indicates that 
the Indian voters are maturing slowly with 
the passage of time. Now they know how to 
choose the kind of Government they need. 

The NDA government inspite of its long list 
of success stories during its eight years of 
rule has been voted out of power. The de- 
feat of NDA sends a strong warning to Poli- 
ticians and to the political parties as veil 
that henceforth citizens cannot be taken 
for granted. And moreover religion and 
casteism are no more a basis for vote banks 
for the politicians . Any Govt . that comes to 
power should now either perform or per- 
ish. 

Now, the responsibility has fallen on the 
Congress. We hope it will be able to bring 
peace and development side by side as 
needed by the people of the country. 

Naleshwar Narzari 
Children Faith Home 
Kalimpong 
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ROTARY ORGANIZES 
WALKATHON 
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KAZI LENDUP DORJEE 
HONOURED 



BY KARAN SHAH 

For the benefits of the students and society as a 
whole, the Rotary Club of Kalimpong, had organized a 
1 5-kilometer walk recently. This club known for holding 
various other voluntary services for the citizens of 
Kalimpong like Health Camps, etc. Just about a months 
back they had organized a free Orthopedics and hear- 
ing aid distribution camp. Interestingly the club, a vol- 
untary organization does not receive any kind of fund 
fromabroad. "Besides other purposes the "Walkathon" 
was organized as a way to generate funds for commu- 
nity service projects. An important factor for such an 
event is also to bring about a general awareness 
amongst the youth about the ill effects of Drugs Use. 
We have also got other subsidiary purposes eg. 
Enviroment etc" said Mr. Pravakar Dewan-Director of 
International Service, RotaryClub. 

Commencing from the Mela Ground the walkathon 
ended at the Halpo ground situated at the Munsong Cin- 
chona Plantation. Along with first aid and refreshment 
facilities, there were also be about eight checkpoints, in 
the 15-kilometer walk. Among the four hundred partici- 
pants, almost 3/4 were students. For every kilometer, 
the sponsors paid a sum of Rupees Five. The Orga- 
nizers also believe that, the students will largely benefit 
from such kinds of events. 

The student participants were from various 
schools of Kalimpong, namely, St Augustine's, Dr Gra- 
ham Homes, Rockvale Academy, and Springdale Acad- 
emy etc. This is the second time; the club has orga- 
nized such an event. 

The last was held in 1 997. "The last 
time around, there was only a turn- 
out of about 150, but this year it has 
risen to more than double. This re- 
ally shows the interest among 
the children as well as their 
parents" said Dewan. A one- 
way transportation back to Kalimpong 
was also provided to all the 
participants.Along with that, a certifi- 
cate was also given to all. 





Tte SiJ^ki^Chief Minis- 
ter , M: . Pawan Kumar 
Chaiiiing paid a personal 
visittottefirst ChidiMin- 
isber cf SiWdmMr.L D 
Kazi, vho at pest re- 
sites in Kalinpmg. Mr . 
Kazi is cartel as ere 
cf ttencsb infliBrtdal par- 
SGnelities presant in the 
ton. tewas the first par- 
sen to take up the issue 
cftte 'tfc^cf SMdnT, 

with India in the raid 10' s, ht lately he has bsan suf fodrg from, 
ijutesscte to did aqp. QnietMinistorfem^ear, 1974-79, te turned 
101 in 2004. The 2003 Efedan Bibushan reoepient was granted a 
sum of Rupee One Lakh, by Mr . Charging cn behalf cf the Sikkim 
Govt, as expenses for his rredical treatrrBTit. Ercm January 2003 
onwards, the Footer Minister , has also teen reoei\zing pension. 

The 'feira Bibushan was granted to hinv by the Indian Gbvt . as 
a reGogniticn cf the sa^zkes ranteed by him to the state cf 
SMdm. Mr. Charging also anxurrsd that tte foii^ minister will 
bearedpisntcf tb^ first cf its kind, tte '^iWdmMjHRx^^r", 
an a/\ard being instituted by tte Sikkim Govt fran this ^ear cn- 
wards. IhisaAaixiwiXLtegLWitohirrv cn tte 15th cf Arjust this 
yaar . Tte Sikkira Govt is also ccraritted to building a 'fruseurf', as 
a col 1 ectioi cf all the personal belngirgs cf the f crma: CM. Sjssak- 
irgto Himalayan Times with repxfe his party' s sirress in tte 
^ssarbiy Polls, where the Sikkim Eorocxatic Ercnt (SEF) wen 
31 cut cf 32 saats, Qnaraling said, " In tte 1994 polls, we had 
rranaopd to win 19 seats, in 1999, 25, and new 31. This clearly 
^rws the pro-incurbancy factor present in Sikkim. Tte general, 
nasses now clearly ixrterstard tte rrraning of politics, and un- 
cfcrstand the progress that the ST has brought in the last caple 
cf ^ears" ffe also stated, "Sikkira, now can be set -up as an 
arple, infect a'MteL Sbato', fcr tte Cfo/t cf India. In this ^aars 
election we had a turnout cf74 pat valid vdescs in favour cf 
SDF" 

"We want cur Gcvt to be, yxth, revenue, and '^tticn and Result" 
cria±ed cne.We will epkit all natural resoxces, wxk cn eco- 
frieriLy taxisry set irf^teL-lrojects and bring massive cfeel- 
cprrent", he added 
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GARDEN COMPETITION - SPRING 20 04 



The "Prize Distribution Cer- 
emony" for the much talked 
about and unique "Garden 
Competition-Spring 2004", or- 
ganized by the Kalimpong 
Horticulture Society was held 
recently at the "Disha Hall". 
The garden competition, a 
four day contest, was unique 
in the sense that all the 
judges visited the gar 
dens, instead of a 
fixed venue. The oc- 
casion had Shri 
Hangu Subba, Vice- 
Cha i rman , and 
D G AH C , as the 
chief guest. " This 
concept of Garden 
contest is to be 
maintained, be- 
cause flowers are al- 
ways a part of one's 
life. We will put in huge ef- 
forts, so that the place can one 
day be termed as the "Holland 
of the East", said Mr . M S 
Foning, the President of the 
KHS . Commenting on the ir- 
regularity of the contest, 
which took place after a gap 
a five years, Mr. Foning said, 
"Due to financial constraints, 
we had a break of four years, 
but we will make sure that it 
continues from now on- 
wards". Though there were no 
overall standings, the posi- 
tions were based categori- 
cally. There were a total of 
nine categories for the compe- 
tition, ranging from schools to 
commercial and religious es- 
tablishments. While the res- 



taurant "Fresh Bite" stood 
first in "Commercial Establish- 
ments", it was the "St Josephs 
Convent", from the "Educa- 
tional Institution" category. 
The "Silver Oaks" and "Pine 
View Nursery" were foremost 
in the "Hotels and Nursery" 
category respectively. The 




Kalimpong Sub-Divisional 
Hospital and the Tourist 
Guest House at Deolo were 
awarded with the 

"Best Effort" Prize. Surpris- 
ingly the Kalimpong Police 
Station had also participated 
in the contest, though they 
didn't come up with any prize. 
"It a known that Kalimpong, 
is the only place, from the 
whole of the North East, from 
where flowers are exported to 
the worldwide", said Mr. 
Manoj Pradhan, the convener 
of KHS, while Shri Hangu 
Subba, thanking the society 
for putting in such a massive 
efforts for the contest said, 
"We will try our best, for, some 
official help for the society". 
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Mr. Rajdeep Pradhan, owner 
of Fresh Bite who claimed the 
first position in Commercial 
Establishments, says, "Such 
competitions, will not only 
add to the enthusiasm of the 
general masses, but the main 
factor is that it will promote 
Kalimpong, from the tourism 
perspective. The town is al- 
ways known for it unique 
flowers, but such completions 
will always add to the over- 
all standards". To all those 
'I don't have much knowl- 
edge of the town from the 
Floriculture viewpoint, 
Kalimpong has been titled, 
" The Green House" for its 
quality to produce all kinds 
of plants, ranging from 
desert accustomed "Cac- 
tuses" to the frosty habitu- 
ated " Orchids", leaving 
aside all the seasonal plants 
and flowers. 



YOUR ARTICLES , POEMS, 
VIEW AND SUGGESTIONS 
MAY BE SENT AT THE 
FOLLOWING ADDRESS 



THzbUKJR 
MVWLAtfVMlIVeS 
CXSHVWLAtfYSBlCFES 
K0UVFCN3 

OR E-MAIL US AT 
himalayantimes@ 
rediffmail.com 

Phone 255448, 256732 
Mobile 9832016738 



